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Welcome to our latest newsletter!

Council of International Schools

| hope that none of you missed the news back in
December that we are now a member of Coun-
cil of International Schools. Congratulations to
us! Through this organization we are working as
a school towards international school accredita-
tion. Via the parents’ login on the school web
site you will find both the detailed membership
report sent to us by them and reports on the
results of the recent community surveys. These
documents and other data are helping us to fo-
cus clearly as a school on those areas where we
want to improve. ULink College will receive our
next official visits and feedback from CIS in No-
vember.

Inform yourself!

As a school we try hard to communicate and lis-
ten. Through WeChat we push out regular news
articles about our students and our events. Our
regular Q&A has moved from the brand new
web site to a WeChat channel, a more effective
and dynamic platform. Students have their own
intellectual voice through HHighlight magazine,
with two successful editions this school year al-
ready. We would also like to continue to encour-
age parents to make more use of their login to
W(CBS to keep themselves up to date with their
student’s progress. Above all, we hope to see
more of you, the parents, at school, not only at
Parents’ Days. If you have not tried before why
not come to our next Principals’ Tea or Parent
Class? Look out for information about these and
other events in upcoming school messages.
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Have you noticed...?

e There is now a store (“Vibe”) run by the stu-
dents of both ULC and NCPA just inside the main
entrance of the Main Hall. The students involved in
this initiative after school are learning about how to
run and manage a small business. Support your
school! Buy some merchandise!

e We now have a student choir as an after school
activity which we hope will grow and grow! Our
new music teaching assistant, Doris Liu, has started
this. Welcome, Doris!

What happens in March?

This is a time when we start to think about transi-
tions to the next year, the next level.

An especially important transition occurs between
Grade 10 and Grade 11 at ULink College. | would
like to thank our College Counselor, Christopher
Stewart, who has been working closely with Grade
10 students individually for the past weeks to get
them thinking carefully about careers and degree
course options. On 15th March our Parents’ Class
will be delivered by CAS Coordinator Ivy Lin. She
will focus on explaining to Grade 10 parents the A-
Level choices and how these relate to college appli-
cations. The following week all Grade 10 students
will follow a special after school programme to in-
troduce them to their option choices for next year.
Students need to make their A-Level choices by the
deadline given so we are able to timetable their
combinations of subjects.

For all of our students this is also the time when
minds turn again towards external examinations.
Preparing for exams, whether they are IGCSE, AS, or
final A-Level ones can be a stressful experience and
we hope that students will make best use of their
teachers who are here to help them get the very
best results they can.

Good luck to all of our students!

Teaching and Learning at ULink College

Often | hear about concerns from parents about
what is happening in a particular class. We always
investigate your concerns, but it is always disappoi-
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-nting to me when | discover that a student hasn’t
spoken to their teacher about the problems they are
facing with the class. Often the teacher has no idea
that the student was experiencing difficulties, the par-
ent complaint being the first they hear about the
problem. The teacher then feels very frustrated. Why
does the student feel unable to communicate with
them? Education is a collaborative process between
students and teachers and we work towards encour-
aging students to become active learners, responsible
for their own learning. We tell our teachers to encour-
age student feedback on their teaching to make sure
that they are professionally always improving on the
service they offer to students. However, it is only
when a student develops independence and ability to
work alongside their teachers that they will be truly
successful at school and later on at university.
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One common question asked by parents is, “Why s
there not a lot of revision and practice examination
guestions in the classroom? Why are students still
studying new content in the second semester?” The
answer is that we want our students to develop in
depth understanding of a subject and the ability to
think critically about what they are studying. Not only
does this improve their preparation for examinations,
it also prepares them with the transferable skills
needed for studying the subject and connecting their
learning at the next level of difficulty. Taught well, stu-
dent transitions from IGCSE to A-Level or from A-Level
to University will be smooth. We are not simply an
exam centre that focuses on cramming students to-
wards getting good grades without understanding the
subject. We are a school, focused on our mission to
challenge, develop, and encourage our students!
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Academic competition achievement

. Canadian Senior Mathematic Competition
Five students achieved Distinction in the compe-
tition Deng Songyin was awarded the medal for
the highest mark in the school.

. British Biology Competition

Xiao Zhiwen was awarded Bronze Award and
Zhao Yufei was awarded Commended Award.

Upcoming academic competitions

American Physics Bowl (March)

British Physics Challenge ( March)

Euclid Maths competition (April)

Business Simulation (April)

British Biology Olympics (April)

Canadian High school Physics Competition (April)
American National Chemistry Competition (April)
American Biology Olympics (April)

SIN Physics competition ( May)

Avogadro Chemistry competition (May)

Students who are interested in those competi-
tions are encouraged to register for them. Stu-
dents can get relevant preparation materials
from subject department.

Course selection

G10 students are going to listen to lectures on A
Level course introductions and also guidance on
choosing A Level courses. Students are encour-
aged to think about their interest and university
majors and careers in the future and then make
a better choice. Students are suggested talking to
subject teachers, CAS advisors, school mates or
even alumni. Students are going to complete
course selection survey at the very beginning of
April. Parents can also discuss with their kids
about their choices.

FAREMR

«  NMEASRHBFRE

o

" . BREFR , PRFRFERNEERESS
TIARIZAZHE,

. HESYRE
HEXEFREIER | &RFERFRIERTR.

EHAF A REIGE

SEWMIEMAE (=ZR)

REWMEERE (=R)
RULEEEHF=ZE (UA)

rERLZR (9R )
REEYRMIURE (R )
EXEHERE (MR )
EENFRE (R )
SEEEYIERMILTEREE (UR )
IBERPAFWIERE (1R )
BRPARZRAMNESHFERE (1R )
A IEm A HES ML EFARENZERRE
# . FEFRAZIERS R EE A,

IRTRIEEE

GLOFEBIDREIEA LeveiRIENMBIHEE, 1R
e SRE. HISMFERRBE AN
WEk, RFLWFARFKIRIERE | AFIRILS
HEIFHNRIESRE | BINFERISFRIET,
CASHZFIESZIN. AFEERRHITRRIY
. REEFEASETENTE4RVE—BE .,
I L AHRRI S TS 15 TRANRE.



#%5 T./E / Academic Affairs

Progression monitoring

There are a few students who are identified as at
risk students academically. Homeroom supervi-
sors, GLC or even principals have met those stu-
dents and parents and discussed the issue. Those
students need to set realistic goals and plan well
and stick to their plans. We are expecting to see
improvement in their Q3 results. If they are not
progressing, they can not move up to next grade
level. Those students are strongly encouraged to
take initiatives in their study to get more help and
support from teachers and peers.

Mock exam

There will be Mock exam week from April 8 to
April 12. Students need to prepare well for the
Mock exams. There will not be a large amount of
classroom revision time for Mock exam so stu-
dents are expected to arrange their time wisely to
review and do some past papers to get themselves
familiar with the exam conditions.

Peer tutoring

The school has run peer tutoring for couples of
years and the programme is quite successful. Cur-
rently English and Science department are running
peer tutoring under the department supervision.
Peer tutoring for the rest subjects, such as Ac-
counting, Maths, Business and Economics is run-
ning by school peer tutoring group under the su-
pervision of Academic office. If any students need
support from the peers, they are encouraged to
contact the coordinator to register themselves for
getting help from peers.
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Lately Events in Art & Design Department
Confucius said, “Find a job you love and you’ll nev-
er work a day in your life.”

It seems after a few hiccups and delays that the
Art department is now developing with the con-
version of Art Room 1. After the recent purchase
of some significant equipment the room will soon
be divided to create a dedicated ceramic study ar-
ea. Our heavy industry (electric kiln and pug mill
for recycling clay) are already situated in their own
dedicated space, away from students for safety
reasons. Which means that the new ceramics area
can be a space entirely for creativity and for learn-
ing new skills and techniques to be used with this
very versatile yet ancient material. The IGCSE and
A-Level curricula both endorse the use of a wide
range of media including 2D, 3D, digital/lens,
Printmaking, etc. (our new printing press has al-
ready bee put to good use). This access to a wide
range of media allows students to develop their
practical skills, creativity and to discover areas of
the arts which actually are of interest to them.
This in turn can lead towards their future universi-
ty course selections and even influence career
choices. As the Art department develops let’s
hope we can add to our range of this year twelve’s
fashion designers, architects, graphic artists, de-
signers and fine artists heading off to bright fu-
tures in some of the world’s most highly regarded

Art Universities. (Written by Mr Carl Binstead Head of
Art, translated by Joy Fang Art Teacher & Technical Assis-
tant.)
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English Week 2019 20195F&iER
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Fun-filled games and activities in the English De-
partment were awaited by the ULinkers last Janu-
ary 28-31, 2019. This annual event kicked off with
Comedy Skit by grade nine students. Alan Fang, a
grade 9 student has this to say:

"It was really a nerve-racking experience for me
because | didn’t practice any comedy acting on
stage. | did not know what the final effect of my
performance was, but | felt it was good and that
surprised me. It helped me develop my confi-
dence, speaking skill, and | was able to express
myself freely.”
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Meanwhile the grade 10 students are no strangers
to this activity as they had managed to do the
same event for two years in a row. Mr. Lincoln
Greenhaw who spearheaded this activity made it a
thematic one. The Grade nine’s theme was on
miscommunication while Grade 10’s was on learn-
ing a new language. Students then explored those
themes on everyday life situations like work,
home life, friends/ social life, family, sport, shop-
ping, services, travel, teaching and training.
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This year, Mr. John and Ms. Sandra McCreedy
cooked up another brainteaser game for our
grade 11 students. The “Blockbuster”” game had
surely been a game of wits for the G10s as they
worked with their teams to answer mind-boggling
questions.

What’s more, our seniors, grade 12 students were
exceptional with their oral dissertation. Bella Liu,
Sherry Zhang, Mabel Guo, Qingyun Li, Jeremy Wei,
Hector Chan and Ricky Zhu were the top orators in
their classes who eloquently presented their dis-
sertation to the rest of the seniors. But of course,
we need to select the cream of the crop and these
were no other than the winners: Mabel Guo (1st
place); Hector Chan (2nd place); and Ricky Zhu
(3rd place).

In addition to having each grade level an activity,
everyone was challenged to “Speak English Only”
during that week. Mr. Samuel Elleston led this
challenge to the entire student body. Each student
got their Oral English Card from their respective
homeroom teacher to be able to fully participate
in this challenge.

Overall, it was another successful English Week for
the English Department. So now we wonder, what
will our English teachers have in store for us for
the next school year? Who knows! Let’s all await
for that ! (Written by travelnstyleblogger)

Please scan the WeChat QR code on the right to
watch the video clip done by the English Depart-
ment.
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Four-day drama journey

On 24" January, about 60 students from across Chi-
na, including 5 from ULC, embarked on this wonder-
ful four-day drama journey with a group of ISTA
artists. Those resourceful artists showed in motion
how students could be observant, creative and in-
spiring.

The artists observed the local culture — the legend of
Mazu, Chinese universal elements, specifically the
changing and developing nature of water and Earth,
and they came up with the theme Tides of Change.

On a field trip to Tianhou Temple, students observed
the holy statue of Mazu, the harmony between the
sky and the ocean, the echo of the drum and the
sound from nature. They came up with ideas and
composed the song We Travel To...

Immersed in different ensembles and workshops,
students brainstormed ideas about how to create
realistic characters and artistic settings; build up ten-
sion, mood, and atmosphere; as well as develop
plots and so on and so forth. Everything is impro-
vised, not a single artist had assigned any role to a
specific student. Students just create an idea, and
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develop it with the assistance of the artists.

To be inspired by others and to inspire others is
another philosophy exemplified in this festival.
Students collaborated closely to finish every sce-
ne. They drew out good ideas from others and
tapped them into even better ones. There was
no dominant protagonist throughout the play,
everyone just built upon each other’s role and
integrated them into a harmonious whole piece.
Together, they put on a show of the legendary
life of Mazu and created a masterpiece of ode to
the Tides of Change.

Students came from thousands of miles to learn
something new, while at the end of the day it
turned out that they themselves are a source for
others to learn. Just as shown in the song:

We Travel To ...

Explore the world,

Open our eyes,

Find something new,

A better life.

We Travel To ...

See other worlds,

Study and learn,

Meet different people, make new friends.

We Travel To ...

Find ourselves.
(Written by Ms. Jona in English department)
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Q3 ASA program

The Q3 ASA begins in January, just before the
Spring Festival holiday. In this quarter, we have es-
tablished several new groups for our student to
fullfill their ASA life after the long day study.

In quarter 3, we are adding some new ASA groups
such as Go (Weiqi), Road Cycling, Tea Club, YO-YO
club, Sweat Club, Vocal Chorus, etc. Students and
teachers are all making some good efforts to make
our ASA program more and more interesting and
attractive!

This year, we are in process of developing more
activities that will be interested and attracted to
our students and of couse our staffs, to make sure
they will be satisfied and enjoy in it.

A NN

Lately Activities in Volunteer Association

The ULC Volunteer association has operated
the new WeChat public account since Septem-
ber 2018. From November 2018, the Volunteer
association updates and publishes regularly in-
formation of various types of volunteer activi-

ties . At the same time, V.A has completed the
following volunteer activities:

. Fundraising for the first payment of the
teddy bear even.

. Support and participate in the 37-degree
charity. Participate in the annual public
welfare concert to raise funds for the sick
children.
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. Participated in the volunteer activities of the
Guangzhou Disabled Sport Day.

. Family Run in ULC Day family.

. Volunteer Teaching in Heyuan during Christ-
mas holiday in 2018.

. Giant Panda Volunteer Activity in Sichuan dur-
ing Christmas holiday in 2018.

. Blackboard design and souvenir design of
School coffee shop.

We will have love charity this month and plans to
donate the funds raised to the 37-degree public
welfare for the seriously children project. Welcome
to join us On March 27.

Sports
Our students compete seasonally with other inter-
national schools in the Pearl River Delta region in
many sports where their good health, fitness, team-
work, sportsmanship, and leadership are all devel-
oped.

Please scan the WeChat QR code
on the right to watch the video
clip done by Kan Guan in 9C,
which is about her lately tennis
competition in ULink College.

Please scan the WeChat QR codes on above to
watch the video clip done by Ms. Lisa in PE depar-
ment, which is about 2018-2019 PRC basketball and
swimming competition.
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2018 ULink Idol

On December 15th, 2018, after a month of careful
preparation, this year's ULINK IDOL opened at the
school gymnasium, at 2:00 pm, with a three-minute
exquisite light show. A total of 800 students, parents
and guests came to watch.

ULlink Idol of this year had 18 programs in total. The
whole performance was dominated by the top ten
singers in the campus, with various forms of perfor-
mance interspersed. The programs include singing,
dancing, vocal performances, band performances,
musicals and others. All the programs are self-
created and self-directed by students.

The whole performance was divided into two parts.
During the intermission, accompanied by the broad-
cast of Christmas music, Santa Claus, played by the
history teacher Mr. Simon Lowe, distributed candy
and small gifts to the audience. The atmosphere of
the audience was pushed to a climax.

In the second half, the musical performance of "La La
Land", all directed by the students, amazed all the
people present because of the actors' standard and
fluent English, the natural editing of Music, as well as
the costumes and props designed and made

2018 ULink IdolZiER: RS
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by students, and their great confidence and profes-
sional performances on the stage. As a guest, Fok
Ying Tung High School Principal Hu Guosheng praised
the show and expressed regret that he did not in-
form their school teachers to watch the perfor-
mance. Undoubtedly, this program ended up with all
the awards, such as the best performance, best crea-
tive, and most popular awards.

The performance ended successfully at 4:20 pm.
After the performance, parents gave a high evalua-
tion of the performance. They said that if they had
not seen it, they would not believe that such perfor-
mance was from a group of young students of inter-
national high school. Many parents gave a long and
thunderous applause at the end of the show, and
they felt that it was worthwhile even they had driven
hundreds of miles to watch the show. At the same
time, the teachers and students of the school also
felt that this year's performance was much better
than the previous years, in the fields of the form of
the program, the lighting and sound effects on the
scene and even the rhythm of the whole performan-

A
A

o
L

W A\

w
W T
i o

T

|||«|““." =
ot

W \\‘“‘g’, LY

W lvamy
s Sas

W

HEWEY |, LA TRAREINAE. (ERED
B EENRRPFHREMRKEENXNE
g0, e ESREITERNISS
(La La Land) BHFE—EMERR. ELE
[, NP EHRE—FERTRERXRTEN=
A RIERE. REVE. RIEASL

SENBEHRAREFER R , BHETF
MRFEaHARRE. AOREITEERTESE
RURE "IEERIN | TR, EHTEMN
T B EREFEIF RS . MRETES
EHIIRIKEHHIIULINK 1dol 4F T EERE
it . FERKEERHERNBERHE | STWEW




2B % [ Student Affairs

-ce. In a word, it was a very successful perfor-
mance. The general director of this program, also
reckoned that the entire performance of this year
was much smoother and more compact than last
year.

N. ./ 7 - :
| h(ULC I

ULInK IDOL

Eventually, the judges and the audience selected
the top three campus singers, and awarded other
performances.

The winners in top ten singing competition,
1st Prize: Angelina Wang

2nd Prize: Mabel Guo

3rd Prize: Sophia Yi

The winners in performance part,

Best Performance Award "La La Land" by Voice of
U-Link

Best Creative Award "La La Land" by Voice of U-
Link

Most popular award "La La Land" by Voice of U-
Link

Please scan the WeChat QR

= Pl Club, which is about the re-
50

ULink IELTS and Pre-University Programme
2019

In 2019, July to August, Learning Center will
continue to offer the well tested and successful
key elements of the 2018 programme, focusing
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on IELTS teaching and universities admissions
preparation. It will increase and strengthen the
mentoring from existing Oxbridge students, in-
volve the local community and culture as well as
further career inspiration. This will prepare
ULink students for successful entry to G5 Uni-
versities, as well as provide a real understanding
of British culture, people, families and their nor-
mal day to day lives. This is important to experi-
ence before the start of university life in the UK.
The programme will take palce at Stoke College,
an independent school traces its name back in
1415, located just outside of Cambridge and
started as the fellow retreat of Cambridge Uni-
versity. There are many histories to tell at Stoke
College and it is a site of national historic im-
portance, according to new evidence unearthed
by Suffolk architectural historian Leigh Alston.

From March to May, we will also have a training
course for the students. The course are including
multiple IELTS simulation tests, and provided by
foreign teachers. After completing the intensive
training course in [ELTS, students will also take
part in the IELTS examination in August, hoping
that they can get better IELTS scores in the na-
tive language environment.

HongKong IELTS Exam Group

During the Christmas holidays, Learning Center
has successfully held the IELTS Hongkong exam-
ination group and achieved excellent results.
The purpose of this examination group is to fa-
cilitate students to understand and take part in
IELTS in different regions. We choose to go to
HongKong is for the comfortable environment, a
small number of examinees and a good exami-
nee's general attitude, so as to enable students
to have better score. A total of 22 students par-
ticipated in the exam. There were 8 G10 student-
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-s, 11 G11 students and 3 G12 students. The
scores were excellent, we have average score 6,
5 students got 7, and one student got 9 in a sin-
gle subject.

G9 Pre-1IELTS Reading and Writing Class
After completing the first phase of Pre-IELTS
reading and writing class in G9, the teacher has

such an evaluation and expectation for his class-
mates.

"In this course, the emphasis is on the reading
part. The first step in reading comprehension is
to enlarge the vocabulary. The biggest problem
for students attending the course is the lack of
vocabulary. Therefore, we have strengthened
the learning of words; secondly, the ability to di-
vide sentence structure is not enough, students
will have inadequate understanding of sentenc-
es. I[ELTS reading exercises are designed to ena-
ble students to have a general understanding of
the IELTS reading test. In addition, the students
need to continue to learn the other three parts
according to their own conditions (listening,
speaking and writing). The improvement of lan-
guage achievement is a slow process. In addition
to cultivating ability in peacetime, IELTS training
is also needed, also long-term accumulation and
continuous practice, improving skills and keep-

ing vigilance and feeling of examinations. “
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On the final Friday before Chinese Spring Holiday, &S ERNIRPDRITEAEEE | BRSNS

| was able to meet with some parents who had e L Ao 8 .
expressed concern about the provision of Critical FROREFHIRAI BB BB ATRER AR

Thinking Skills within the curriculum we offer at  1<EHE{T T HEHIX.

Ulink College.
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| was able to inform them that we are embedding

the teaching of Reasoning and Problem solving in [RREASE ] NRFATSENET T
lessons. | am happy to report that we are contin- 8., R EBMMENSE , EETRBHEH ,
uing WIth this drive to Increase opporunties for iy FIEH S RIRE LFEESNATLIE
your child to tackle these skills in subject lessons.
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Offer update!

A Big Congratulation goes to those students who
have already received offers. For those still wait-
ing for university decision, as this year’s applica-
tion assessment process is much slower than ev-
er before, please be patient. Here below is the

offer summary by 6th March:

Country | Offers

. . Main Universities Offers
/Region | in total

University of Oxford 2
Royal Veterinary College (RVC) 1
London School of Economics and 1
Political Science

UK eF Imperial College London 7
University College London 22
University of Warwick 26
University of Manchester 51
University of Florida 1
University of lllinois at Urbana- 1
Champaign

us 20 . .
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute il
Rutgers University, New Brunswick 3
McGill University 3

CA 11
University of Toronto
University of Melbourne 14

AUS 32 —
University of Sydney 8
The University of Hongkong

HK - Chinese University of Hong Kong 1
The Hong Kong University of >
Science and Technology

School visit update!

On 21st February, Admission officer Jake from
Imperial College visited our school again, shared
the up to date application procedures for new
entry and the study and living experience in Im-
perial College, London and United Kingdom. He
pointed out that due the huge amount of the ap-
plicants this year, especially the increasing num-
ber of the US Applicant, the competition is quite
intense than even before. Apart from Imperial
College, University of Leeds, University of Mel-
bourne, Muhlenberg College, Macquarie Univer-
sity, British Council University Road will coming
soon, further details will be informed to both
students and parents.
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Dear Parents,

You may be surprised how time flies as | am. It is
March already and we are half way through this
academic year. At the beginning of the year, we
introduced the school Child Protection Policy to
our community. With enormous support and guid-
ance from CIS, as we are a member of it, the school
has provided internal training for all staff and joint
training sessions with NCPA for all adults on cam-
pus. Our goal is to create a safe environment for
students to learn and develop, and as the child
protection officer myself, I'm glad to see the raising
awareness of everyone in this matter and the poli-
cy in practice, and all together we're truly making a

safer place for our kids.
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After attending a 4-day CIS conference in Tokyo in
January, we have a lot of new ideas and are work-
ing diligently to review and revise our current poli-
cy. The conference held by CIS was a great oppor-
tunity to network with other school counselors and
leadership both in China and throughout the
world, to share ideas and bring new ones back to
ULC. We are also in the process of introducing a
new policy for students experiencing peer-on-peer
abuse, to make sure we are offering the most ap-
propriate support for the student both at ULC and
in their respective community. We are updating
our referral list for mental health providers in the
surrounding areas and working tirelessly to de-
stigmatize mental health-related issues through
providing staff, student and parent education. All
students have the right to a supportive and safe
environment, both in school and at home, and we
are taking meaningful steps towards achieving this.
Later on, there will be more opportunities for

K5 S / Counseling
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parents and students to get involved and contrib-
ute your ideas and together to make the communi-
ty a safer place for everyone.

Parent Class held later this month will focus on
effective communication with teenagers. | will
share the characteristics of adolescence, tech-
niques of talking to your teens and develop an un-
derstanding between parents and your child. There
will also be a session to encourage attendees to
discuss and practice with case studies. Please do
not miss the Sign-up message sent out by student
affair office. In the coming months, | hope to offer
more parent-concerned topics in the parent class.

As always, ULC Counselling Services strive to pro-
vide emotional and social support for every individ-
ual in our community. If you have any concerns
over your child's development and wellbeing,
please don't hesitate to contact me via email or
020-39090100-6110.

Best regards,

Email/HEFE : summer.sun@ulinkcollege.com

ULINK COLLEGE
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